
 
December 14, 2009 

Dear Donald Brook, Herbert Flugelman, Ian North and Clifford Frith 

I thank you all on behalf of the AEAF Council for your latest letter. 

I appreciate the points you have made regarding the contents of my response to your first 
letter, in which you stated your objection to the change in AEAFÕs name.  

In response to the first sentence of your most recent letter (Ôthe points you make to us 
seem unpersuasive’) I would simply say that my purpose in writing to you was not to 
persuade you of anything. 

My reply was written in a spirit of respect for your pre-eminent positions as the AEAFÕs 
founders, and in that spirit I believed I needed to clarify, for your information, the reasons 
surrounding the unanimous decision, made by AEAF members at the October 1 meeting, 
to change the FoundationÕs name. 

The proposal for the name change was circulated to all members in late September and 
then put to a vote at a special AEAF membersÕ meeting on October 1 2009. As AEAF 
Honorary Life Members you were each sent this information in late September. 

The proposal for the new name was accompanied by a statement clarifying the reasons I 
believed change was necessary at this point in the FoundationÕs history.  

In this statement I also emphasized the fact that the AEAF would be renewing its 
commitment to its founding principles.  

Louise Haselton, Acting Chair of the FoundationÕs Council, read the statement to the 
gathered members and invited discussion of its contents.  

The vote was then taken and its result, unanimously endorsing the proposed change, 
unequivocally asserted that members not only believed the FoundationÕs name change 
was at this point timely, but that the FoundationÕs re-definition would not in any way 
contradict its founding principles. 

I am certain that no one in Australia or elsewhere believes that the addition of ÔAustralianÕ 
to the FoundationÕs name in any way qualifies the activities it supports and proposes as 
being parochially Australian. Indeed I have received only positive feedback in this regard 
from our peers and national and state funding bodies. 

Certainly no one perceives the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art in Melbourne as 
being a parochial Australian art institution (it certainly promotes a universal concept of art), 
nor is the program proposed for the Australian Centre for Photography in Sydney believed 
to be so affected.  

The salient point in this discussion is not whether the name change is insufficiently aligned 
to the FoundationÕs original mission as envisaged in 1975. 

 



 
ItÕs clear that no one believes this change will limit, devalue or inhibit the program in any 
way; certainly no one believes it will automatically relegate the AEAF to the status of a 
parochially Australian art institution. 

The significant question for the AEAF is whether this change can enable us (within the 
context of the complex realities all publicly funded, not-for-profit contemporary art 
institutions face in 2010 and beyond) to function more effectively whilst maintaining faith 
with AEAFÕs original manifesto.  

Clearly our membership has expressed through its vote its manifest belief that we can. 

This I believe furnishes a satisfactory response to the question you raise in the last 
sentence of your letter: ÔIt (the AEAF) must decide for itself whether, on thoughtful 
reconsideration, this is really what it wishes to do.’  

The opportunity afforded AEAF members to express their views on this and the 
consequent unanimity of the vote can leave no doubt that members both thoughtfully 
considered the issues and then made a clear decision both on the matter of the name and 
on the question of this change affecting the AEAFÕs commitment to its original spirit.  

I thank you for your commitment to ensuring that the Foundation remains vigorously 
engaged with the issues it committed itself to examining in 1975. 

I can reassure you that whilst I remain the FoundationÕs Director we intend to 
enthusiastically engage with those very same issues. 

I wish you all a very peaceful Christmas and a very happy 2010. 

Most sincerely 
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